
  
 
 
 
 
 
Preparing For Family Prayer 
 
SPACE 
 
To create your family prayer space: 
- Gather around the table;  
- Clear the space of all distractions; 
- Engage in the prayer either before or after sharing a family meal at the table. 
 
CONNECTING 
 
To encourage connection, establish this space as: 
- Phone and other technology free (except to use the #blessed Sway or to read the PDF); 
- “Pay out” and judgement free.  
 
SHARING 
 
When it is time to share: 
- Each member of the family feels invited to share freely and uninterrupted; 
- Listen actively and openly to each other; 
- Affirm each other; 
- Provide the option to “pass” if someone would prefer not to share. 
 
PRAYING 
 
Once you are ready to get started: 
- Chose a member of the family to lead the prayer session; 
- Chose a member of the family to read the Gospel; 
- Chose the discussion question you would like to engage with. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTENTION 
 
You might like to offer prayers for: 
  
- Immediate needs in your household; 
- Relatives who may be sick or in need; 
- Broader community (homeless, those in CoVid lockdown, poor, sick etc) 
- Global concerns (war, famine, drought etc) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
 
“A Parable about Three Servants” 
 
WE CONNECT 
 
Ask each member of the family to share three things they are grateful today.  
 
Once each person has had their turn to share, pray together: 
 
God of Love; 
We are truly grateful for the gift of each one of us, 
And for the many ways You bless our family. 
Amen. 
 
 
WE LISTEN 
 
A reading from Matthew (25: 14-30)  
 
A Story about Three Servants 
The kingdom is also like what happened when a man went away and put his three servants in charge of all he owned. 
The man knew what each servant could do. So he handed five thousand coins to the first servant, two thousand to 
the second, and one thousand to the third. Then he left the country. 
 
As soon as the man had gone, the servant with the five thousand coins used them to earn five thousand more. The 
servant who had two thousand coins did the same with his money and earned two thousand more. But the servant 
with one thousand coins dug a hole and hid his master’s money in the ground. 
 
Some time later the master of those servants returned. He called them in and asked what they had done with his 
money. The servant who had been given five thousand coins brought them in with the five thousand that he had 
earned. He said, “Sir, you gave me five thousand coins, and I have earned five thousand more.” 
 
“Wonderful!” his master replied. “You are a good and faithful servant.  
I left you in charge of only a little, but now I will put you in charge  
of much more. Come and share in my happiness!” 
 
Next, the servant who had been given two thousand coins came in and said, “Sir, you gave me two thousand coins, 
and I have earned two thousand more.” 
 
“Wonderful!” his master replied. “You are a good and faithful servant. I left you in charge of only a little, but now I 
will put you in charge of much more. Come and share in my happiness!” 
 
The servant who had been given one thousand coins then came in and said, “Sir, I know that you are hard to get 
along with. You harvest what you don’t plant and gather crops where you haven’t scattered  
seed. I was frightened and went out and hid your money in the ground.  
Here is every single coin!” 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The master of the servant told him, “You are lazy and good-for-nothing!  
You know that I harvest what I don’t plant and gather crops where I haven’t  
scattered seed. You could have at least put my money in the bank, so that  
I could have earned interest on it.” 
 
Then the master said, “Now your money will be taken away and given to the servant  
with ten thousand coins! Everyone who has something will be given more, and they will  
have more than enough. But everything will be taken from those who don’t have anything.  
 
WE SHARE 
 
Discuss the following questions as a family: 
   
What gifts do you think God gave to each of your family members? How do they use these gifts? 
What gifts do you think God gave to you? How do you use these gifts? 
 
WE OFFER 
 
Each member of the family is invited to offer a prayer of intention. (See the guide above). 
 
We pray for (intention)… Lord, hear us. 
 
When all intentions have been offered everyone says together: 
 
Lord hear our prayer. 
 
 
WE GIVE THANKS 
 
Loving God, 
We are so grateful for spending this time together in prayer and  
love knowing that when we gather for prayer You are there with us. 
Thank you for the gift of each of us,  
And help us to continue to appreciate how precious our family is. 
Amen 

“Be who God meant you to be and you will set 
the world on fire!” 

- St. Catherine of Siena 
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