
 
 
 
 
 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land  
and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.  
 
 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
Primary  
 
“LISTEN, ANYONE WHO HAS EARS!” 
 
 
WE GATHER 
 
God of Great Love,  
You have filled our earth with good gifts.  
Open our hearts so that we may hear Your Word  
and follow in Your way.  
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
 
WE LISTEN 
 
A reading from Gospel according to Matthew (13:1-9).  
 
Jesus went out beside Lake Galilee, where he sat down to teach.  
Such large crowds gathered around him that he had to sit in a boat,  
while the people stood on the shore.  
Then he taught them many things by using stories.  
He said: “A farmer went out to scatter seed in a field.  
While the farmer was scattering the seed, some of it fell along the road  
and was eaten by birds.  
Other seeds fell on thin, rocky ground and quickly started growing  
because the soil wasn’t very deep.  
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched and dried up,  
because they did not have enough roots.  
Some other seeds fell where thornbushes grew up and choked the plants.  
But a few seeds did fall on good ground where the plants produced a hundred  
or sixty or thirty times as much as was scattered.  
If you have ears, pay attention!” 
 
  

For those who sow seeds of friendship,  
love, hospitality and peace. 

We pray to the Lord. 
 

For our farmers  
who produce the food that nurtures us. 

We pray to the Lord. 
 

For those who share the Good News 
in unknown lands and cultures. 

We pray to the Lord. 
 

For our own needs… 
We pray to the Lord. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
WE REFLECT 
 
Have you ever just stopped… and listened?  
 
If you did you, might start to become aware of sounds that your brain automatically filters out. 
Sounds like cars driving by, trees rustling or a clock ticking. Turns out that when we stop to listen, 
there is a symphony of sounds. If we listen carefully, we can even hear the sound of our breathing – 
in and out, and our heart beating; two vital functions that keep us alive and kicking.  
  
Jesus tells the crowds to listen. 
  
Jesus was a teacher. One of the ways he taught was by using parables. These were stories that were 
used to help people understand more complex ideas in everyday language.  
  
Today’s parable is about the seeds and the sower. These are symbols that represent the messages of 
Jesus.  These messages aren’t always easy to put into practice. Sometimes we hear them but decide 
not to act on them. We turn a blind eye to injustice, to anger, to gossip, to selfishness and the 
seeds do not grow. But when we listen carefully; when we act on the qualities that Jesus shares 
with us – love, compassion, hospitality, empathy, faith – they grow into fruit that lasts.  
  
Jesus speaks to us daily – through the Word, in people, and within our ever day situations.   
 
Are you taking the time to listen? 
 
 
WE ARE SENT FORTH 
 
Creator God, 
We give thanks for the many things we have been blessed with.  
Help us to know Your voice  
as we listen to the Good News and proclaim it for others.  
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, the living Word. 
Amen.  
 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
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“Find new ways to spread the Word of God 
to every corner of the world.” 

 

- Pope Francis 


