
 
 
 
 
 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land  
and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.  
 
 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
Primary 
 
“FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND” 
 
WE GATHER 
 
Compassionate God,  
As we listen to Your Word,  
help us meet the needs of others  
by living Your Gospel messages in love and gratitude.  
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name.  
Amen.  
 
 
WE LISTEN 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew (14:13-21) 
 
Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 
 
After Jesus heard about John, he crossed Lake Galilee to go to some place where he could be alone. But the crowds 
found out and followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus got out of the boat, he saw the large crowd. He felt 
sorry for them and healed everyone who was sick. 
 
That evening the disciples came to Jesus and said, “This place is like a desert, and it is already late. Let the crowds 
leave, so they can go to the villages and buy some food.” 
 
Jesus replied, “They don’t have to leave. Why don’t you give them something to eat?” 
 
But they said, “We have only five small loaves of bread and two fish.”  
Jesus asked his disciples to bring the food to him, and he told the crowd to sit down on the grass.  
Jesus took the five loaves and the two fish. He looked up toward heaven and blessed the food.  
Then he broke the bread and handed it to his disciples, and they gave it to the people. 
 
After everyone had eaten all they wanted, Jesus' disciples picked up twelve large baskets of leftovers. 
 
There were about five thousand men who ate, not counting the women and children. 
 
 
 
 

 

For courage,  
to reach out to those in need. 

Lord, hear us. 
 

For compassion,  
to share what we have with others. 

Lord, hear us. 
 

For gratefulness, 
to appreciate all that we have. 

Lord, hear us. 
 

For our own needs… 
Lord, hear us. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
WE REFLECT  
 
One of the best parts of a school fete, or the Ekka,  
are the show bags (well after the rides that is).  
Little (or the World’s Biggest) bags of goodies filled with sweet treats,  
merchandise and games make people of all ages excited and full of joy.  
When you come home though you are faced with a decision…  
hide the contents of your bags from the rest of the family so you can keep it all to yourself or bring 
them out into the open and risk your brother or sister asking if they can have a lolly or play with the 
toys. To share or not to share… that is the big question.  
 
Now five loaves of bread and two fish doesn’t sound like the contents of any show bag you would be 
wanting to buy, but the disciples still had to ask themselves the same question… to share and risk 
going hungry themselves or not to share and let everyone else go hungry.  
 
In encouraging the disciples to share what they had, Jesus taught them and the crowd of thousands 
that there is actually no risk in sharing at all. When someone shares, no one misses out, because in 
giving you receive. You don’t even just receive a little bit in return, you receive far more than you 
ever gave.  
 
When you go home today and you’re faced with the question “to share or not to share” take the 
opportunity to be like Jesus and offer what you have, taking note of all that you receive in 
return. 
 
WE ARE SENT FORTH 
 
Creator God, 
We give thanks for the many things we have been blessed with.  
Help us to know your voice  
as we listen to the Good News and proclaim it for others.  
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, the living Word. 
Amen.  
 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
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“Go to the poor. You will find God.” 
 

- St Vincent de Paul 
 


