
 
 
 
 
 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land  
and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.  
 
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
Secondary 
 
 “God Will Meet Our Needs” 
 
WE GATHER 
 
God of Belonging, Acceptance and Love; 
It is so great to know that we will always  
find our place with You.  
When we are feeling left out,  
help us to remember that we will always be 
loved, accepted and welcomed by You. 
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  
 
 
WE LISTEN 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew (22:15-21)  
 
The Pharisees got together and planned how they could trick Jesus into saying something wrong. 
They sent some of their followers and some of Herod’s followers to say to him, “Teacher, we know 
that you are honest. You teach the truth about what God wants people to do. And you treat everyone 
with the same respect, no matter who they are. Tell us what you think! Should we pay taxes to the 
Emperor or not?” 
 
Jesus knew their evil thoughts and said, “Why are you trying to test me? You show-offs! Let me see 
one of the coins used for paying taxes.” They brought him a silver coin, and he asked, “Whose picture 
and name are on it?” 
 
“The Emperor’s,” they answered. 
 
Then Jesus told them, “Give the Emperor what belongs to him and give God what belongs to God.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For courage,  
to be our best selves particularly when 

meeting new people. 
Lord, hear us. 

 
For hope and trust, 

that people will love and accept us  
for who we are. 
Lord, hear us. 

 
For faith, 

that we can do anything  
with the help of Christ. 

Lord, hear us. 
 

For our own needs… 
Lord, hear us. 

 



 
 
 
 
WE REFLECT  
 
How do you give to the world what is meant for the world, while 
giving to God what belongs to God? The simplest answer? Be like 
Jesus.  
 
While he made a name for himself as one who challenged society, and,  
was most certainly a revolutionary, Jesus was also a good citizen. Giving to the world by being a fair, 
just, honest, contributing citizen is important to ensure the society is functioning as it should and 
allowing each member of society to flourish. Today we talk about being a “good citizen” in terms of 
Catholic Social Teaching, such as solidarity, subsidiarity and the common good. What belongs to God 
however is you. Not in the sense of you being God’s “property” but it in the sense that you have a 
home in and with God. While you belong to society, that belonging can sometimes feel like it has 
conditions, that you have to act or look a certain way or hold certain beliefs and values to truly fit in. 
But not with God. You are loved and accepted just as you are, without condition. So what Jesus is 
encouraging us to do is to participate in the world as a “good” contributing citizen, but to give all that 
we are to God, remembering that no matter what, we always belong with God just as we are. 
 
WE ARE SENT FORTH 
 
Jesus, 
You taught us what it means to truly belong. 
Help us to know Your voice,  
as we listen to the Good News and proclaim it for others.  
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, Son of the Living God. 
Amen.  
 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

“Dear young people, let yourselves be taken over by 
the light of Christ, and spread that light wherever 

you are. 
 

- St. John Paul II 
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