
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land  
and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.  
 
 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
Primary 
 
“Forgiveness” 
 
WE GATHER 
 
Ever Forgiving God;  
We know that there are times when we feel too hurt to forgive another. 
Help keep our ears and hearts open so that if someone seeks our  
forgiveness we can respond whole heartedly, 
each and every time.  
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name.  
Amen 
 
WE LISTEN 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew (18:21-35) 
 
An Official Who Refused To Forgive 
 
Peter came up to the Lord and asked, “How many times should I forgive someone who does something wrong to me? 
Is seven times enough?” 
 
Jesus answered: 
 
Not just seven times, but seventy-seven times! This story will show you what the kingdom of heaven is like: 
 
One day a king decided to call in his officials and ask them to give an account of what they owed him. As he was 
doing this, one official was brought in who owed him fifty million silver coins. But he didn’t have any money to pay 
what he owed. The king ordered him to be sold, along with his wife and children and all he owned, in order to pay 
the debt. 
 
The official got down on his knees and began begging, “Have pity on me, and I will pay you every cent I owe!” The 
king felt sorry for him and let him go free. He even told the official that he did not have to pay back the money. 
 
As the official was leaving, he happened to meet another official, who owed him a hundred silver coins. So he 
grabbed the man by the throat. He started choking him and said, “Pay me what you owe!” 
 
The man got down on his knees and began begging, “Have pity on me, and I will pay you back.”  
But the first official refused to have pity. Instead, he went and had the other official put in  
jail until he could pay what he owed. 
 
 
 

 

For courage,  
to turn to God, seeking forgiveness when 
we know we have done the wrong thing. 

Lord, hear us. 
 

For hope and trust, 
that when someone seeks our 

forgiveness, they are truly sorry and will 
try not to hurt us again. 

Lord, hear us. 
 

For faith, 
that no matter how many mistakes we 

make, God will always forgive us. 
Lord, hear us. 

 
For our own needs… 

Lord, hear us. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When some other officials found out what had happened, they felt sorry  
for the man who had been put in jail. Then they told the king what had  
happened. The king called the first official back in and said, “You’re an evil man!  
When you begged for mercy, I said you did not have to pay back a cent. Don’t you  
think you should show pity to someone else, as I did to you?” The king was so angry  
that he ordered the official to be tortured until he could pay back everything he owed. 
That is how my Father in heaven will treat you, if you don’t forgive each of my followers with all your heart. 
 
WE REFLECT 
 
It is not always easy to forgive. Sometimes you might say “that’s ok” when someone says “sorry”, but it doesn’t 
always mean that you actually think everything is “ok” again. To forgive someone with all your heart is hard! But 
today’s Gospel shows us that if we want others to forgive us whole heartedly and to give us a clean slate again, we 
have to be willing to do the same.  
 
 
Is it time to forgive someone whole heartedly? Who can you give a clean slate to this week? 
 
WE ARE SENT FORTH 
 
Jesus, 
You are so quick to forgive,  
giving us a clean slate every single time we make a mistake. 
Help us to know Your voice,  
as we listen to the Good News and proclaim it for others.  
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, Son of the Living God. 
Amen.  
 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “God never tires of forgiving us. We are the ones 

who tire of seeking His mercy” 
 
 

- Pope Francis 
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