
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land  
and pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.  
 
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year A 
Primary 
 
“The Parable of Three Servant” 
 
WE GATHER 
 
Ever Giving God;  
You have gifted each of us with many wonderful 
qualities and talents. 
Help us to use our gifts freely and confidently,  
so that our light shines brightly for You.  
We make this prayer in Jesus’ name.  
Amen 
 
WE LISTEN 
 
A reading from Matthew (25: 14-30)  
 
A Story about Three Servants 
The kingdom is also like what happened when a man went away and put his three servants in charge of all he owned. 
The man knew what each servant could do. So he handed five thousand coins to the first servant, two thousand to 
the second, and one thousand to the third. Then he left the country. 
 
As soon as the man had gone, the servant with the five thousand coins used them to earn five thousand more. The 
servant who had two thousand coins did the same with his money and earned two thousand more. But the servant 
with one thousand coins dug a hole and hid his master’s money in the ground. 
 
Some time later the master of those servants returned. He called them in and asked what they had done with his 
money. The servant who had been given five thousand coins brought them in with the five thousand that he had 
earned. He said, “Sir, you gave me five thousand coins, and I have earned five thousand more.” 
 
“Wonderful!” his master replied. “You are a good and faithful servant.  
I left you in charge of only a little, but now I will put you in charge  
of much more. Come and share in my happiness!” 
 
Next, the servant who had been given two thousand coins came in and said, “Sir, you gave me two thousand coins, 
and I have earned two thousand more.” 
 
“Wonderful!” his master replied. “You are a good and faithful servant. I left  
you in charge of only a little, but now I will put you in charge of much more. Come and  
share in my happiness!” 
 
The servant who had been given one thousand coins then came in and said, “Sir,  
I know that you are hard to get along with. You harvest what you don’t plant and 
 
  

 

For courage,  
to use our gifts without being shy  

or embarrassed. 
Lord, hear us. 

 
For hope and trust, 

that people will appreciate  
what is special about us. 

Lord, hear us. 
 

For faith, 
that we are loved for everything  

that makes us different. 
Lord, hear us. 

 
For our own needs… 

Lord, hear us. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
gather crops where you haven’t scattered seed. I was frightened and went out  
and hid your money in the ground. Here is every single coin!” 
 
The master of the servant told him, “You are lazy and good-for-nothing! You know  
that I harvest what I don’t plant and gather crops where I haven’t scattered seed.  
You could have at least put my money in the bank, so that I could have earned interest on it.” 
 
Then the master said, “Now your money will be taken away and given to the servant with ten thousand coins! 
Everyone who has something will be given more, and they will have more than enough. But everything will be taken 
from those who don’t have anything.  
 
WE REFLECT 
 
Bring to mind something that you are good at. Do you share this talent with other people? Or are 
you afraid that even if you gave it your best, you wouldn’t be good enough?  
 
Lots of people hide their talents because they feel embarrassed or because they are afraid they 
will be made fun of. But God doesn’t want to you live your life being too afraid to shine. God 
created you to live life to the full, to work hard at developing your gifts and to take a risk by 
sharing your gifts with others. God calls you to be brave and proud of who you are and what 
you have to offer. So, don’t be like the last servant in today’s Gospel that hid their talents out of 
fear. Instead, be like the other two servants and use your gifts as much as you can. Over time, 
you will discover a whole bunch of other talents you didn’t even know you had and before you 
know it, you will be shining so bright that you set the whole world on fire!  
 
WE ARE SENT FORTH 
 
Jesus, 
Thank you for encouraging us to use the gifts we have been given.  
Help us to be brave and use our talents for the common good.  
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, Son of the Living God. 
Amen.  
 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
Amen 
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“Be who God meant you to be and you will set 
the world on fire!” 

- St. Catherine of Siena 


